BAPTISMS

DEFINITION:  The word "baptize" used in the Bible means to entirely immerse or submerge.

FACTS ABOUT BAPTISMS:
The New Testament mentions four different baptisms. These are Christ's baptism of suffering; the baptism of John; Christian baptism; and baptism in the Holy Spirit. The first two were unique to New Testament times.  The last two are experiences for all believers.

-Christ's baptism of suffering refers to His death on the cross (Luke 12:50).  This baptism 
was unique to Christ and His suffering for our sins.


-The baptism of John was performed during his ministry.  John made two demands  on 
the people: Repentance and public confession of sins. Those who were willing to meet 
these  God-given requirements were baptized by John in the Jordan River as a public 
testimony that they had repented of their sins.  John's baptism was for those who repented 
prior to the death and resurrection of Christ.  

-Christian baptism is the term used to refer to water baptism of a person who has 
confessed faith in Jesus Christ.  The biblical pattern for this baptism is immersion in 
water.  


-The baptism of the Holy Spirit is an immersion in the power of the Spirit that occurred 
after the ascension of Christ back into heaven (Acts 2).

Christian baptism should be done by immersion in water, following the example of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 3:13-17).  

Baptism in water is a command.  It is not an option.  Many believers procrastinate or ignore water baptism because they think it is optional.  Jesus commanded his disciples saying:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age"  (Matthew 28:18-20).  From that point on, people were baptized upon their confession of faith, fulfilling the Lord's command.
Requirements for Christian baptism in water are:


-Repentance:  Repenting from your sin (Acts 2:38-39).


-Believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and confessing Him as Savior (Mark 16:15-16).


-Instruction.  New believers should be taught the meaning of baptism before they are 
baptized.  This does not have to be lengthy instruction.  Most New Testament converts 
were baptized 
immediately after conversion (Acts 8:36-38).

Baptism of babies.  When Jesus was an infant, His parents brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord, but He was not baptized (Luke 2:22).  Jesus was baptized when he was old enough to know what He was doing and the reason why He was doing it  (Matthews 3:13-17). Babies can be presented to the Lord for dedication and blessing by the laying on of hands, but a person should not be baptized until they understand the meaning of the act and have met the Biblical requirements. There is no set age at which this understanding comes. It depends on the mental and spiritual development of each individual child.

Baptism does not save you.  It is a public confession that you have been saved, you are dead to the old life, and risen to new life in Christ (1 Peter 3:21-22).
The significance of Christian baptism is that you are following the Lord's example by making a public confession of faith (Romans 6:1-4). It symbolizes death to sin as you are immersed in the "grave" of water and resurrection into new life as you come up out of the water.
Words to be spoken at the time of baptism.  According to the Bible, baptism "in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ" or in the "Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" are both acceptable to be spoken at the time of Christian baptism.  There is no conflict between either wording because both refer to the Trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The following wording is suggested:  "Upon the basis of the confession of your faith, in the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, I baptize you into the Lord Jesus Christ."
Requirements for baptism in the Holy Spirit.  You must be a believer:  "Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call'" (Acts 2:38-39).  You receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit just as you did salvation:  By faith.

DEALING WITH BAPTISMS:

If you are not saved, accept Christ as your Savior. This is mandatory in order to participate in Christian baptism.

After accepting Christ, be baptized by immersion in water as a public confession of your faith, your death to the old life, and your resurrection to new life in Christ.  Water baptism is usually done by a pastor or spiritual leader.

Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit baptism after your conversion.  Study  the  following instances of the baptism of the Holy Spirit in New Testament times:


-Acts 9:17-19 recalls how Saul (Paul) received his healing, baptism in the Spirit, and 
water baptism all in one day.


-Acts 2:2-4 records what happened on the day of Pentecost.

-Acts 10:44-46 records what happened when Peter preached the Gospel to a man named 
Cornelius and his family.

-Acts 19:6 describes what happened to the first group of converts at Ephesus.
See also Acts 1:8, Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, and 11:16. For further instructions see the Harvestime International Network publication entitled "Ministry Of The Holy Spirit" available at http://www.harvestime.org.
WHAT GOD'S WORD SAYS ABOUT BAPTISMS:

I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

(Matthew 3:11)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?"  Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented.  As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  (Matthew 3:13-17)

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned."
(Mark 16:15-16)
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.    John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  (Luke 3:16)
I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.   (Luke 24:49)

Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.  I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."  (John 1:32-34)

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17)

 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  

(Acts 1:5)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  (Acts 1:8)

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  (Acts 2:2-4)

"In the last days," God says,  "I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy."  (Acts 2:17-18)
Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

(Acts 2:38-39)

But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. (Acts 8:12)

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,  because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.   (Acts 8:14-17)
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"   And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. (Acts 8:36-38)
Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,  and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  (Acts 9:17-19)

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,  "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have."  So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  (Acts 10:44-48)
"As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'" (Acts 11:15-16)

Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel.

(Acts 13:24)

One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.  When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.  (Acts 16:14-15)
Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.  Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.  (Acts 18:7-8)

Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.  He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 

(Acts 18:24-26)

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."  So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?"  "John's baptism," they replied.  Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus."  On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  (Acts 19:1-6) 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. (Romans 6:1-4)
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-- and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  (Ephesians 4:4-6)
...having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.  (Colossians 2:12)
...and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. (1 Peter 3:21-22)

(See also the Harvestime International Network publications entitled "Foundations Of Faith" and "Ministry Of The Holy Spirit" available at http://www.harvestime.org)

